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Bush Moves to Abandon Arms Treaty 

By SONYA ROSS, Associated Press Writer 


CRAWFORD, 
staunch suppo 


Texas (AP) - Forging ahead with plans to build a missile defense shield, President Bush has tapped a 
"ter of this administration priority for his new chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 


am 


Bush was to 
meeting with 
nation's militarly 


nounce Friday that he will nominate Air Force Gen. Richard Myers as Joint Chiefs chairman after 
Myers and Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld for an update on continuing efforts to overhaul the 


The president 
where he has b 


The announce 
Antiballistic Ml: 


Bush's commit 
of the Joint Chi 


"We've been 
willing to think 
defense to the 


Bush was close 
chairman. But 
contact told hi 


"It's far enou 
defense enhanct 



scheduled a morning news conference at the community center in this rural town close to his ranch, 
een vacationing all month. 


ment comes as Bush says he's on the verge of withdrawing the United States from the 1972 
issile Treaty. 


I have no specific timetable in mind," Bush said Thursday. "We will withdraw from the ABM treaty on our 
timetable, at a time convenient to America." 


ment to missile defense was a factor in his deliberations on a nominee to replace the retiring chairman 
iefs, Army Gen. Henry H. Shelton, who steps down Sept. 30. 


lpoking for someone who will bring the highest standards of excellence to the office, someone who is 
differently about the missions of our military. ... The fundamental question is how do we conform our 
true threats that face America not only now but in the out-years," Bush said. 


-mouthed with reporters Thursday when asked whether Myers was indeed his choice for Joint Chiefs 
Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, said an Air Force 
m that Myers had been selected. 


eh 


along we can call it official," Inhofe said in an interview. He said Myers' strong support of missile 
ed Myers' chances. 


I wanted to fie sure we got someone who understands we're under a very great stress today because we have no 
defense system," Inhofe said. "I can't think of anyone who is going to be harder for it than Richard Myers." 






























Mv 


Inhofe said 
commander o 


r ers' extensive background in Asian affairs, as a former commander of Pacific Air Forces and earlier as 
'tfU.S. forces in Japan, is also an asset. 


me 


"This leads 
and he knows 

The Myers ap 
and possibly u 


to believe that he understands that China is probably our greatest next threat. I believe that to be true, 
more about China and Asia than probably anyone else who would have been chosen," Inhofe said. 

pointment comes as the Bush administration is stepping up its bid to develop a missile defense system, 
bilaterally withdraw from the missile treaty in order not to violate it. 


Bush has comi 
to do." But he 
State Departmlei 


mitted to working with Russia to set aside the treaty, saying it'' hampers us from doing what we need 
said he is not setting a deadline for a new accord with Russia, despite suggestions to the contrary by a 
nt official. 


The selection 
emphasize ne\^ 
around the globe. 


of Myers, former commander in chief of the U.S. Space Command, would also reflect Bush's desire to 
er technologies in the military, the importance of space and computers in warfare and emerging threats 


A native of Kai 
Reserve Office i 
mechanical eng 


He has been vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs since March 2000. 


The informatk 


nsas City, Mo., Myers is a fighter pilot by training. He entered the Air Force in 1965 through the 
■r Training Corps program at Kansas State University, where he earned a bachelor of science degree in 
;ineering. He also holds a master's degree in business administration from Auburn University. 
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China 


Urges Bush to Proceed with Caution on ABM 


BEIJING (Reu 
President Bush 


thS w C1 T T 8ed th M Unit S Stat f ° n Friday t0 P roceed with caud on in response to a statement by 
that Washington would withdraw from the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty ''on our timetable." 


"We hope the 
community, and 


Jmted States government would give careful consideration to the opinions of the international 
11 proceed with caution," a spokesman at the Foreign Ministry told Reuters. 


Bush told report 
a missile defense 


"We will withdr 


had 


Bush said he 
allies in Europe 


"We are aware 
said the Chinese 
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ers m Texas the accord hampered U S. ability to keep the peace because it prohibited deployment of 
5 shield ~ which Beijing vehemently opposes. 


aw from the ABM treaty on our timetable at a time convenient to America," Bush said. 


no specific timetable in mind but added that Washington would continue to consult closely with its 
and with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 


of relevant reports. China's position on the question of missile defense has been clear and consistent" 
foreign ministry spokesman. 


nssile defense shield would neuter its modest nuclear arsenal, and has warned that any change to the 
qld spark a global arms race. 
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Brazil to 


Strip Patent on AIDS Drug 


By MICHAEL ASTOR, Associated Press Writer 


RIO DE JANE 
anti-AIDS drug 


Jose Serra said 
broken in cases 


RO Brazii (AP) - Brazil's health minister has moved to strip Roche pharmaceutical's patent on the 
Neltinavir after negotiations failed to lower the price. 

Wednesday he would use a clause in Brazil's 1997 intellectual property law that allows patents to be 
ot national emergency or when companies employ abusive pricing policies. 


The decision c, 
ministry said in 
Health Ministry 


The move mark|s 
do so. 


In Geneva, when 
that negotiations 


We are on ga 
meeting as prev|' 

"In our negotia 
wanted," he said 


Because Nelfmavi 
agreed to do wh|ei 

He said the comp 


Brazil, which 
free to anyone 
to $15,000. 


has 


to 


Thanks largely 
4,136. The progh 
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am< 


e after six month of negotiation "and after exhausting all the possibilities for an agreement" the 

a statement. Roche will continue to supply the drug until December 2001, when the contract with the 
ends. 


the first time Brazil has stripped the patent on an anti-AIDS medication, despite previous threats 


to 


e . R ?^ he . IS based > spokesman Daniel Filler said the company was "surprised" by the news and denied 
had broken down. 


od 


terms in negotiations with the ministry of health and we were waiting to fix a date for another 
ously agreed," he said Thursday. 

“ the rmnistr y of health we had already given them discounts very close to what they 
He added that the company also had made a certain amount of the drug available free of charge. 

dr has a U.S. patent, the Brazilian government should have consulted with the United States as it 
m the two countries settled their trade dispute in July, Piller added. 

•any would now be checking "exactly who did what and why" before deciding what to do next. 

the highest number of AIDS victims in Latin America, distributes a "cocktail" of anti-AIDS drugs 
ho needs it. Last year, some 90,000 people received the drugs that would have cost each of them up 


the drug handout, in just four years the number of AIDS deaths in Brazil has fallen from 11,024 to 
am has been hailed by doctors as a model for other developing countries, where few can afford 
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were 


e Health Ministry, the government will realize a 40 percent savings by making the drug 
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U.S. Panel Considers Plight of Alaska Natives 


By Yereth Rosen 


ANCHORAGE 
others in this v: 


, Alaska (Reuters) - No matter how you look at it, Alaska's Native peoples face a tougher life than 
ef , mineral-rich state. 


a st 


Eskimos, Indiaijs 
only 16 percent 


Suicide rates for 
disproportiona 


A string of murdi 
wonder if police 


But it was last 
Anchorage one 
— that spurred 
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Federation leader: 
"process of dehu 


' This really is a 
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and Aleuts, all known as Natives, make up 37 percent of prisoners in the state, although they 
of the population. 


are 


tely 


young Alaska Native males are high, and budget cuts imposed by the state legislature fall 
” on Native villages in the roadless rural areas, critics allege. 

ers of Native women in the state's largest city Anchorage remains unsolved, making some people 
are cavalier about crimes against Indians. 


January's attacks on Alaska Natives by three white teen-agers - who drove through downtown 

“ 1! ? ht vldeota P in g themselves laughing and shooting frozen paintballs at people they called "muktuks" 
investigation by the U.S. Civil Rights Commission. 


Al 


commission came to Anchorage this week for a two-day hearing into racism in Alaska, prompted by 
laska Federation of Natives, the state’s largest Native organization. 


s told the Civil Rights Commission on Thursday that Alaska's indigenous peoples regularly face , 
mamzation,” and sometimes worse. 


matter of life and death for people in the state," Julie Kitka, president of the federation, told the panel 


les agreed with the commission that the paintball attacks, which were broadcast on local and 
m ade many non-Native Alaskans understand the depths of racism in the state. 

d have organized a tolerance commission long before the paintball incident," the Democratic 
orsday, referring to a state panel he established recently to investigate racism. 

i trigger, that from this point forward we can acknowledge that we have problems that are as deen- 
K" he said. F 
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Man’s ’Chute Snags Liberty’s Torch 

By DONNA DE LA CRUZ, Associated Press Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) - A man using a motor-driven parachute to glide above New York Harbor was arrested Thursday 
mornmg after he became snagged on the Statue of Liberty's upraised torch and had to be res3 by pohce " 

SllTnff Wh0 (:0uld 1 be i s “" h! ! ng " 18 on the outstretched arm of the statue, was pulled to safety by New York City 

.h:tSru^30 d r ,y bel0Wthe t0rChjUSt *“* 10 3 m The — bad b^pedler 

Police said the man, identified as Thierry Devaux, 41, had intended to land somewhere on Liberty Island carrvine a 
or^n Ihfgrounf “ mmeS “ " 0t iramediate| y dear Aether he had hoped to land on the statu7it5lf 

The man, who tried a similar stunt last year with less fanfare, was not injured, police said. 

Devaux had a propeller-driven motor that looked like a giant fan strapped to his back. There is a sport called 

flnHh rC P ara ^' ding * hat us f s a backpack engine, called a paramotor, that allows gliders to cover greater distances 
and heights without the need for wind. It also allows gliders to start from level ground, instead o 

Members of the NYPD's emergency service, harbor and aviation units responded to the scene. 

immediately released.^ 6 ^ ^ ^ ^ *** ° f ^ Nati ° nal Park Service Police Charges were not 
The bizarre scene left hundreds of early morning tourists, already lined up for their turn to climb the 22-storv 

monument, shakmg their heads in disbelief. 6 ^ story 

Joanne Gebdes, t tourist from New Zealand, was on her way up to the Statue's crown when security auards told 
afew™rmg S '» m ar ° Und ^ ** 8 °' ° U ‘' She Said ' " We Saw the Piling guy just hanging there by nothing but 

"Wre on'lv here for',K sf mUSt bee " b '°° dy S ' Upid t0 d ° il " Her second was appointment. 

Were only hen, for three days and it was our only opportunity to visit,” she said. 

The statue is 151 feet high from base to torch. From the bottom of its pedestal to the torch is more than 300 feet. 























The park is accessible by ferry from Manhattan and New Jersey. It had 5 3 million 
which figures were available. 
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in the world. 
Monument in 


On the Net: 


National Park 


Service: http://www.nationalparks.org 
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visitors in 1999, the last year for 


entrance to New York Harbor, near neighboring Ellis Island, the statue is one of the most recognized 

gift of international friendship from France, the statue dedicated in 1886 and designated a National d 
924. It was extensively restored in time for its centennial. national 
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